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SESSION SUMMARY 
The session was coordinated by the UNEP-CEP Caribbean MPA Network and Forum (CaMPAM) in conjunction with 
the GCFI Program. Thanks to the support of several organizations, and in particular, UNEP-CEP (through the project 
"Regional support for the Caribbean Challenge initiative: Networking, consolidation and regional coordination of MPA 
management" funded by the Directorate General for Development Cooperation of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 
and NOAA Coral Reef Conservation Program (through the Capacity Building Assessment project), ca. 20 MPA managers 
the MPA Science and Practice Session and other sessions and parallel workshops addressing issues such as sustainable 
financing and lionfish management.  
This presentation aimed at summarizing the geographic coverage and topics of the papers presented, the new topics 
addressed and a brief consultation on the potential topics for the next MPA Science and Practice Session of the 2012 GCFI 
conference. Seven papers were presented from locations ranging from the islands of Jamaica, USVI, St. Lucia and Grenada 
to the SE coast of Mexico, as well as focused on the entire region (Figure 1) 
 
The presentations can be grouped into three 
main topics, namely:  
i) Training, professional certification and 
capacity assessment,  
ii) The development of a national system of 
marine reserves or fish sanctuaries, and 
iii) The development of MPA management 
plans.    
In particular, the coordinator of the UNEP-CEP/
CaMPAM 2011 Training of trainers program present-
ed the results of the regional course held in Belize for 
the English-speaking islands associated with the 
Caribbean Challenge (The Bahamas, Jamaica, St. 
Lucia, Grenada, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, St. 
Kitts and Nevis and Antigua and Barbuda). The plan 
of developing a professional certification of MPA managers by IUCN was presented by an expert involved in the program. 
The MPA capacity assessment conducted by NOAA in conjunction with CaMPAM at 27 marine protected areas of the 
Caribbean (located mainly the Dutch Islands, the Mesoamerican Reef region, and the USVI and BVI, and several islands of 
the Eastern Caribbean), and to the development of national systems of fish sanctuaries in Jamaica and other Easter Caribbe-
an Islands by Caribsave were among the papers presented. Other presentations aimed at describing the process of develop-
ing effective management plans in the St. Thomas East End Reserves (USVI) and the Mexican Xcalak and Puerto Morelos 
marine protected areas management schemes.  
This year, new topics were addressed such as the MPA professional certification and the needs of creating a network of 
mentors/coaches in the region. This reflects the exploration of new training tools to increase the qualification of MPA 
managers in the region. The MPA capacity building assessment showed that enforcement and sustainable financing are the 
main needs in the region.  
It was of particular interest the development of a system of “fish sanctuaries” (marine reserves) managed by the private 
sector along the coast of Jamaica, strongly deteriorated by overfishing and its impact over ecosystem health. 
At the end of her presentation, the session chairperson suggested a number of topics to be addressed in the next 
conference in Santa Marta, Colombia, namely: marine reserves and livelihood diversification for fishers; partnerships with 
the private sector; and dissemination of best management practices through a network of MPA mentors. 
The papers presented in this session, as well as the other presented as posters showed the importance of marine 
conservation as a tool for marine resource conservation and sustainable management in the Wider Caribbean region.  
Figure 1. Geographic coverage of the papers presented: Jamaica, 
US Virgin Islands, St. Lucia, Grenada, Mexico and the entire region.  
